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"Bring . .. the Books." Notes on the
Danish Lutheran Publishing House,
1877-1963
by MARK FRIIS-HANSEN
When you come , bring the cloak that I left
Carpus at Troas , also the books , and above
all the parchments. (2 Timothy 4:13)
"The mental alertness and spiritual hunger of the Apostle Paul
shine through the words of his request to his young friend
Timothy. The business of our Danish Lutheran Publishing House is
founded on that, and on our Lord 's command to His Church to
bring the Gospel to every nation . . . Its business is not to make
money, but to do the printing of the Church. Its success or failure is
to be measured not by the figures in its "profits" or "losses"
columns, but in the volume or extent of its distribution of Christian
books and other publications on behalf of our Church." 1
These words from a speech by James Lund to the convention of
the United Danish Lutheran Church in 1935, sets forth the guiding
principle of the Danish Lutheran Publishing House . It was not a
business in the sense of making money, but was a mission, meant to
produce literature for the edification of Danish American
Lutherans . In that sense, the Publishing House was a success. The
newspapers and books from its presses enabled the United Danish
Church to preserve the spirit and heritage it had received from the
Indre Mission in Denmark.
- 33-

Publishing within the United Danish Church in America began
almost twenty years before the creation of the Synod proper. At
the annual convention of the Norwegian-Danish Conference, held
in 1876, it was proposed that the Danish pastors of the Conference
try to publish their own paper. 2 In August, 1877, Dansk Luthersk
Kirkeblad (Danish Lutheran Church Paper) began publication in
Racine, Wisconsin, with Pastor A. M. Andersen as editor. It
started as a monthly, but was so well received that in 1879 it was
published semi-monthly.
This paper was meant for the Danish readers in the Conference
who had decided not to join the Danish Church in America. The
Danish immigrants to America were divided in their interpretations
of the Lutheran Church. Those of the Norwegian-Danish Conference were of the Indre Mission persuasion, a pietistic, orthodox
group, which placed a great deal of stress on the Bible and
conversion to a godly life. The Danish Lutheran Church in America
(formed in 1872) was more inclined towards the Grundtvigian form
of Lutheranism. They were followers of the Danish Reformer N. F.
S. Grundtvig. They placed a great deal of stress on the church and
the Apostles' Creed. They saw the creed as the living word of God
and did not refer to the Bible as the infallible and exclusive word of
God. This was a main source of their differences with the Indre
Mission group. In the first issue of the newspaper, Pastor Andersen
wrote a short editorial to explain the need for a paper:
The Danish pastors want to work according to true
Lutheranism as we have it in our Danish mother church
and which we have found among our Norwegian brethren
in the faith of the Norwegian-Danish Conference. Kirkelig
Samler (the church paper of the Danish Church) may well
be Danish, but not Lutheran; it is Grundtvigian, and
therefore, we who see the Grundtvigian concept as a
dangerous deviation from the Lutheran Church want to
see this paper (Dansk Luthersk Kirkeblad among our
people who seek to be Danish Lutherans. 3
Pastor Andersen accepted a call to St. John's Church in Argo,
Nebraska, in 1880. The church paper continued to be published in
Racine for a few months, but from March 1, 1880, to the end of the
year, it was printed in Chicago. Pastor Andersen continued as
editor with Pastor N. C. Brun as his assistant. 4 In 1881, the paper
was moved to Nebraska and was printed at "Herald's Printing
Shop" in Fremont. 5 In late February, 1884, the Nebraska District
Meeting of the Conference was held in Omaha. Here a publishing
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business with stock for $5.00 per share was established. 6 It was also
decided that this business would take over publication of the
church paper. A. M. Andersen resigned as editor, his place being
taken by Pastors M. C. H. Rohe and A. Rasmussen.
At a meeting at St. John's Church in Argo, the Danish Lutheran
Church Association in America was formed in September of 1884.
It had been realized by both the Danes and the Norwegians that an
independent Danish church should be established; the Norwegians,
therefore, gave the withdrawing Danes their blessing. The new
church consisted of nine pastors, nineteen small congregations, and
fifteen preaching places. 7
In 1885, Pastor H. P. Bertelsen was named editor of the church
paper. It was Pastor Bertelsen who gave the "publishing house" its
first physical plant, a twelve by twelve room in his own home. 8 At
this time a small mail order book business was added. The
publishing business was started without any capital assets, and at
the church convention in 1886, the value of it was reported to be
$23.44, ten dollars of which was an outright gift. 9
The annual meeting of the church held in Waupaca, Wisconsin,
in 1891, decided that the church accept an offer by the Publishing
Association to, "take over the church paper, the bookstore, and the
printing house, with the responsibility for its debts." 10 A publication committee was formed and its first priority was to prepare a
collection of hymns and spiritual songs for use at meetings other
than regular Sunday services. This work resulted in the publication
of Sangeren (The Singer) in 1892. This book was one of the
Publishing House's biggest successes and continued to be popular
as long as the Danish language was used in the church.
At the church convention in 1892, it was decided to purchase its
first Sunday School paper, B0rnebladet (The Children's Paper).
This paper had been started by Pastor Bertelsen in 1891 and
continued to be used by the church until 1939. Also at this meeting,
I. M. Hansen reported that the business accounts from June 1,
1891, to May 15, 1892, were: total income $934.22; total expenses
$714.78; cashonhand$219.44. 11
One year later, the church officially decided to operate a
publishing business in Blair, Nebraska, under the name of the
Danish Lutheran Publishing House. 12 The work of this business
was to be directed by a five-member Board of Trustees. The church
authorized the board to borrow $2,500.00 to set up the bookstore
and operate a printing office no later than January 1, 1894. The
Board of Trustees for Trinity Seminary were also instructed to
- 35-
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hand over to the Publishing House space in their recently erected
building (today known as "Old Main" on the campus of Dana
College). The office and bookstore occupied the third-floor tower
room and the printing shop was located in a room in the northeast
corner of the ground floor. 13
The Danish Lutheran Publishing House occupied a room in Old
Main for three years, when it was decided that these quarters were
too small for the expanding enterprise. The church then approved
the move of the business to the second floor of a business structure
known as the P. Z. Building, located on the southeast corner of
Washington and Fifth streets in downtown Blair.
During the summer of 1896, the "Blair Church" (The Danish
Lutheran Church Association had become known among other
Lutherans by this name because its headquarters were located in
Blair) and the Danish Evangelical Lutheran Church in North
America (also known as the "North Church") met in Minneapolis
in late September and agreed to merge. The "North Church" had
been organized in 1894, after a group of pastors and congregations
had separated from the Danish Church after a number of years of
tension. They also leaned towards the Indre Mission, so it seemed
natural to merge with the "Blair Church." The newly formed
church was organized under the name of "The United Danish
Evangelical Lutheran Church" and consisted of 63 pastors, 121
congregations, and 35 preaching places. 14
It was decided that in regard to the church's literature mission
that, "the two papers, Kirkebladet and Missionsbudet (The Mission
Word, which was the paper of the "North Church") be united into
one paper. This paper shall be named Dansk Luthersk
Kirkebladet." 15
The manager of the Publishing House, H. Andersen, in his
report to the annual convention, requested that the church take
steps to purchase either a suitable building or a site for a building to
house the business. The convention authorized the Board of
Trustees to "obtain the necessary building for the Publishing
House 's happy work and to increase its working capital to
$15,000.00 as it becomes necessary ." 16
Pastor G. B. Christiansen reported in 1899 that the church
council had purchased for the Danish Lutheran Publishing House a
building for the price of $3,600.1 7 This building, located at Fifth
and Front streets, covered three twenty-four foot business lots and
a thirty by seventy-two foot two-story brick building. It was
discovered later that this building had once served as the "Farmer's
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Supply Store," when an old porch was removed from the front of
the building. 18 It was also announced that the church had
purchased the Danish weekly Christian paper Danskeren (The
Dane) for the sum of $9,000.
This paper had been started by Pastor J. N. Jersild in 1893. It
had been an independent voice of the Indre Mission position in the
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Danish Lutheran Church before the schism in 1894 . The purchase
of this paper caused a considerable increase in working capital and
the indebtedness of the Publishing House rose to about $30,000. 19
Danskeren continued to serve the church as a semi-weekly paper
until 1920, when it was merged with Dansk Luthersk Kirkebladet to
form Luthersk Ugeblad (Lutheran Weekly).
The Board of Trustees was instructed by the church to work out
a draft of rules for the business and to report its progress at the next
convention. The following are a few examples of the guidelines put
forth by the board:
The Danish Lutheran Publishing House shall be owned
directly by the United Danish Lutheran Church which
shall decide how much working capital shall be invested
in the business.
The purpose of the business shall be the publication of the
paper, and to publish and sell books to spread sound
Christian literature.
The Publishing House shall be governed by a Board of
Trustees consisting of seven members, four laymen and
three pastors. These men will be responsible for the selection of a business manager and the editor of Danskeren.
They shall also take an invoice of the whole business and
report the business' work and production to the church's
convention.
The business manager is in charge of the operations of the
business; however, he is subordinate to the convention
and the Board of Trustees and must follow their
decisions . 20
Another item dealing with the Publishing House was the
announcement of the election of Paul Petersen as business
manager. Petersen had taken over after the resignation of Hans
Andersen. One of his first responsibilities was to produce a new
invoice of the business ' assets and debts. At the next church
convention held in Albert Lea, Minnesota, in 1901, he reported that
the actual assets of the Publishing House were $30,764.24, and its
debts were $30,731.86. 21
The Publishing House experienced many financial problems in
the early years. The business had been started without any invested
capital. The original borrowed capital of $2,500 had to be increased
by new loans every time the business was to expand. The purchase
of Danskeren necessitated a large increase in working capital and
the debt of the enterprise rose to $31,880.81 in 1903. By 1909 it
-39-

reached an alltime high of $36,301. The fact that the business was
being financed by loans put a severe strain on the resources of the
Publishing House. The interest payments alone were at times as
high as $2,000 per year. 22 To further add to the problems of the
young business, in April, 1909, a fire broke out and damaged the
building, though not beyond repair. Despite the insurance
settlement, the fire caused a heavy loss in tangible assets.
Finally, in 1917, the church decided to organize a drive to pay
off all its debts, including those of the Publishing House. The drive
was successful, bringing in about $60,000. At the church convention in 1918, the manager of the business was able to report that
their entire debt had been paid. 23 From that time on, despite the
constant losses sustained on most of the regular publications, the
Publishing House was on solid ground and the net worth of the
business increased from year to year.
Once the Publishing House was out from under its heavy debts
it was able to expand. In 1927, the church decided to purchase more
land in order to extend the building thirty feet to the east. This new
addition was used to house the press room on the ground floor and
the composing room on the second floor. By 1947, the business
again decided it needed more room. A seventy by thirty-eight foot
one-story building was added to house the presses and other
machinery. 24
Just as the Lutheran Publishing House was showing signs of
financial success, disaster struck. On February 15, 1953, at 3:00
a.m., a fire was discovered in the old two-story building. The Blair
Fire Department responded promptly and waged a nine hour fight
in near freezing temperatures . The fire had started in the basement
near the heating plant, which was a hot water boiler fired by a
stoker. 25 The fire destroyed the two-story building, but due to the
firemen's efforts, the new south addition was saved.
The most serious loss to the business was the destruction of all
the office records. A major loss for the church synod was the
destruction of the historical archives, located on the second floor in
the office of Pastor P. C. Jensen. Pastor Jensen had kept files on
every church, pastor, and other historical data which had been
accumulated over a twenty-year period. 26 The total loss was set at
about $100,000, of which the insurance paid $76,297 .67. However,
rebuilding had to wait for the approval of the church council, so
operations were set up in a building offered for that purpose by
Karl Christensen. 27
The church council approved the rebuilding of the business. It
- 40-

had been proposed that a seventy-two by twenty-two foot one
story, fireproof building be erected. The new building was
constructed for $29,000 and housed the offices, editorial room, and
mailing department. 28
The Lutheran Publishing House (the word Danish had been
dropped in 1943) continued to serve the United Evangelical
Lutheran Church until it merged with the Evangelical Lutheran, the
American Lutheran, and the Lutheran Free Church to form the
American Lutheran Church in 1960. A number of years before the
merger had taken place, however, the Publishing House had begun
to operate the Book of Books Store in Omaha in conjunction with
the American Lutheran Church and its publishing outlet, the
Wartburg Press. The Publishing House for its part received seven
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percent of the total combined business of the store. 29 With the
merger, though, the publishing institutions of the various churches
were merged into the Augsburg Publishing House in Minneapolis .
The plant in Blair continued to print for Augsburg until September,
1963, when it was closed and the site was donated to Dana
College. 30 Today the buildings still stand in downtown Blair, as a
clothing store and a restaurant.
Through the years, the Lutheran Publishing House printed a
number of different newspapers as well as Bibles, hymnals, and
religious books. In the beginning, the language was, naturally,
almost exclusively Danish. Most of the books were imported from
Denmark in the early years, but gradually these were superceded
by reprint editions published in Blair. A very small number of
original works were also published, mainly books by P. S. Vig and
I. M. Hansen.
As the second generation of Danish Americans grew up, it was
realized that the English language would eventually be used more
than the mother tongue. The first English book to be published was
a translation of Bishop Balslev' s Explanation of Luther's Catechism
in 1903. A Sunday School paper, The Little Lutheran, was begun in
1915. But it was not until 1927 that a paper was published for
adults, The Ansgar Lutheran. This paper was by far the greatest
step forward in the introduction of the English language into the
United Danish Church. The president of the church, Pastor N. C.
Carlsen, wrote that this paper, "will give us the opportunity to
present the cause of our church to many more than we have been
able to reach in the past. 31
The transition from Danish to English was not an easy process.
Danskeren and the church's youth paper, De Unges Blad i America
(The Youth Paper in America), began introducing English into their
papers during the First World War. In 1917, one of the pastors
wrote: "De Unges Blad is written partly in Danish, partly in
English. Some of our young people can read the Danish only and
others the English only, but then there is also a great number who
read both languages. " 32 Although this arrangement worked for a
while, it was not long before the youth of the church petitioned for
an equal portion of English and Danish, and later for a completely
English language paper. But the argument against this claimed that
those who had recently come to America would be unable to read
the papers. The editors of the Publishing House's papers were faced
with two very different readers. The first were those of non-Danish
nationally, especially new members in mission congregations who
- 42-

had to be addressed in English. The second group were those who
loved the Danish language. 33 At first, the transition caused a
financial burden for the business since much of the work had to
be duplicated in the English language. However, the question
gradually answered itself. The circulation of the Danish language
papers slowly fell of as the older subscribers died. This
corresponded with a rapid growth in the circulation of The Ansgar
Lutheran, which by 1960 had reached 12,065 copies, where as
Luthersk Ugeblad had fallen from a high of 4,700 in 1929 to only
854 in 1960. 34
The Lutheran Publishing House, despite the fact that debts and
inexperienced management handicapped the business, was of great
value to the church. Through its publications, the Publishing
House enabled the United Danish Church to keep its members in
touch with what was going on, not only in the church, but in
Denmark, Europe, and America. The hymnals, Bibles, and
Christian books printed aided the congregations in worship and
helped to keep the church spiritually strong. The enterprise enabled
the early immigrants to keep in touch with their motherland as well
as one another, while slowly integrating them into their chosen
home. The papers also kept the young people in touch with the
language of their parents. The success of the Publishing House can
never be measured; its workers served their God and their church
to the utmost of their ability. Through their devoted service, the
Lutheran Publishing House truly did "bring the books" for the
United Evangelical Lutheran Church.
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